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Chamberlain made it up as handsomely with another member   CHAP,
of the Fourth Party. When harassed in the Aston debate by Sir v
Henry Drummond Wolff, he had called that accomplished person
Lord Randolph's "jackal". This fell with particular horror on
Gladstone's ear, who was much edified when his colleague at
bay came as near to apologising for this savage snap as he ever
came in this struggle to apologising for anything. Very soon he
was gaily reconciled with Drummond Wolff, the placable diplo-
mat of the Fourth Party, and they went arm-in-arm.

Throughout this year Chamberlain had to meet one dead-set
after another; he thrived on it; nothing could down him. Lord
Randolph's phrase about "drawing the badger" had been the
cue for cartoons on both sides, but the Birmingham animal,
Morley put it, was "the wariest, toughest and most powerful
badger ever known". He was more and other than that. No one
was less like the burrowing kind however desperate in defence.
If we must go to Buffon for comparisons, he is of a larger species,
lithe and sinewy; he rather seeks his quarry than shuns his
trackers; nor will any single assailant ever bring him low until
at long last fate overtakes him another way.
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Chamberlain might have saved a good deal of his energy and
exposed himself less dangerously in this fight had he guessed
the inner workings of Gladstone's mind. Now, as on a greater
occasion soon to come, he did not realise that his leader's in-
tentions were to be found in his qualifications and not in what
appeared to be his main proposition. Though to Chamberlain,
as we have seen, the Prime Minister could protest truly that
"compromise" as a word "has never passed my lips", he was
preparing soundly for the thing.
The eruption of meetings and oratory had raged for three
months. The Caucus had never been so energetic in demonstra-
tions. Liberals claimed to have held one thousand five hundred
meetings against two hundred for the Peers. They claimed
further that their numbers attending were ten to one. Con-
servatives answered that the proportion was only two to one.
The truth was somewhere between. Against the House of Lords
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